The problems of bacterial contamination associated with the shipment or preservation of serum specimens to be tested with the conventional serologic tests for syphilis are increased when such specimens are to be tested with the Treponema pallidum Immobilization (TPI) test. Bacterial contamination interferes with the ease and accuracy of reading the test and the metabolic or somatic products of certain contaminants produce non-specific immobilization. This report confirms the value of streptomycin as a bacteriostat, as reported by Ledbetter and Cumming (1954) , and also shows that sodium azide and merthiolate are satisfactory bacteriostats for use with the TPI test.
Ledbetter and Cumming employed streptomycin at a concentration of 100 ug./ml. to prevent further growth in bacterially contaminated specimens submitted for testing. They concluded that a concentration of 100,ug./ml. didnot have a harmful effect on the viability of Treponema pallidum or the residual complement reaction. (Harris and Mahoney, 1944; Powell and Jamieson, 1938; Rein and Kelcec, 1954) . Nelson, Zheutlin, Diesendruck, and Austin (1950) 
